
1 EXECUTIVE BRANCH ORGANIZATION AND RESPONSIBILITIES, §47.2

47.2 County commissioner of elections.
1. The county auditor of each county is designated as the county commissioner of

elections in each county. The county commissioner of elections shall conduct voter
registration pursuant to chapter 48A and conduct all elections within the county.
2. When an election is to be held as required by law or is called by a political subdivision

of the state and the political subdivision is located in more than one county, the county
commissioner of elections of the county having the greatest taxable base within the political
subdivision shall conduct that election. The county commissioners of elections of the
other counties in which the political subdivision is located shall cooperate with the county
commissioner of elections who is conducting the election.
3. The commissioner may designate as a deputy county commissioner of elections any

officer of a political subdivision who is required by law to accept nomination papers filed by
candidates for office in that political subdivision, and when so designated that person shall
assist the commissioner in administering elections conducted by the commissioner for that
subdivision. The designation of a person as a deputy commissioner of elections pursuant to
this section, once made, shall continue in effect until the designation is withdrawn by the
commissioner.
4. The commissioner shall assign each local public measure a letter for identification

purposes. The public measure on the ballot shall be identified by the letter.
a. The county commissioner who is responsible under subsection 2 for conducting the

elections held for a political subdivision which lies in more than one county shall assign the
letter to the public measure.
b. The county commissioners of elections of the other counties in which the political

subdivision is located shall not assign the same letter to a local public measure on the ballot
in their counties during the same election.
5. The office of county auditor or county commissioner of elections in each county shall be

open for at least eight hours on the Saturday preceding a general election, primary election,
or special election called by the governor for the purpose of receiving absentee ballots and
conducting other official business relating to the election.
6. On the final date for filing nomination papers in the commissioner’s office the office

shall be open until the time for receiving nomination papers has passed.
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